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PREFACE. 


= Gow 


’ THE right of defence, when attacked, is considered a first law of 
nature: itis not only inherent in man, but exists with equal strength in 
the insect and the reptile ; hence the adage, “ tread on a worm and it 
will turn.”? Israel has long been a ‘worm, and no man ;” and has 
borne (to call it by no harsher name) the gainsayings of the Gentiles.— 
It has indeed been a long day, ‘so that none is like it.” The day of 
Jacob’s trouble has now endured nearly eighteen centuries. And will 
it never have an end? will enlargement never come? Has it not ina 
great measure already come, or at least commenced? For our manifoid 
transgression it has eventuated, as was foretold by Moses, (to whom is 
peace.) ‘* And amongithese nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall 
the sole of thy feet have rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind. And thy life shall hang 
in doubt before thee ; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have 
none assurance of thy life.’”* 

But is this all that has happened tous? Has not the Lord, blessed be 
his holy name, also turned our captivity, as he promised us? and may we 
not now with confidence look for the speedy fulfillment of his word to 
us :—‘* That then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and will 
have compassion on thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations whither the Lord thy God.has scattered thee ?’’t 

He has indeed turned our captivity, and the weight of the curse is. 
taken off from us. We have enlargement; we have assurance of life : 
our life doth no longer hangin doubt ; and we now, blessed be his name, 
find ease and rest to our feet. There is then no further occasion for the 
trembling heart, since, like other men, we are secured in life, and pro- 
perty ; in short, in equal rights, among which are conceded the rights of 


* Deut, xxviii. 65. + Deut. xxx. 3. 
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conscience ;—and, as other men, when our peculiar religious tenets, and 
our character, as a people, are attacked, we have the right of defence, 
and the guardianship of the laws, in common with them. 

But we are told by our opponents, that ‘they, above all, have a 
right to demand that we should never forget the respect which we owe 
to that great body of men who are firm believers in ...... ianity ; who 
have adopted it after the most deliberate and satisfactory investigation.” 
This language has heretofore been held in a religious controversy among 
themselves, * and wherein Jews had no concern; and therefore, as we 
may expect that this, or a similar mode of reasoning will still be used 
against us, I will concisely consider the weight we ought to attach to it. 
When all enjoy equal rights, no party can demand a right aBovE ALL ; 
it would then be an exclusive right, derogating from the equal right of all ; 
and although I can have no objeetion to concede the right demanded, 
I canngt concede it otherwise than a general right. Each party ought to 
be treated with respect, as well in regard to the subject discussed, as to 
the persons discussingit. The party departing from this course, ought 
to be apprised of it; but then his departure cannot derogate from the 
subject discussed, which shoald not, in any case, lose its right of being 
respectfully treated of ; nor will it warrant or excuse the o' her party in 
assuming a like departure. The right of respect belongs to every party, 
whether consisting of a great body of men, or a smaller number. Numbers 
may indeed constitute power, but not right :—neither can we make any 
exclusive concession on account of the “ deliberate and satisfactory investi- 
gation ;” for in such a situation stands each and every party, and it is 
derogating from the respect due the opponents, to presume otherwise. 

In questions of great interest and moment, wherein the parties differ 
so widely, plainness of speech is required, and indeed cannot be avoided. 
And as truth, and truth only, we are bound to presume, is the object of 
both parties, plain languge should not occasion any soreness of feeling, 
but be charitably borne with by each. This soreness is the more to be 
guarded against, both because the plain language which occasions it, dare 
not be avoided, lest truth, the only legitimate end of controversy, should 
fail of being discovered by the neglect ; and because it is the invariable 
resort of the unyielding convinced party. : 

And if any should blame an undertaking of this nature, either as a 
departure from the usual caution of our wisest men and rabbies, or 
because of the danger of the undertaking to our nation from...... ians—I 
would ask of those to consider, that men as wise as any of our cautious 
rabbies have thought otherwise, and have victoriously defeaded Judaism 


* Carev v. English. 
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against ......Jans :—as the martyr Isaac Orobio, whose crown of martyrdom 

proves his victory. Rabbi Isaac, the son of Abraham ; Rabbi Lipman ; 

David Levy, and Mr. Nicklesburger ; of these five worthies, but one met 

danger, and that was personal only ; two wrote in Hebrew, and the two 

last in English, in England, without damage or danger either to themselves 

or our community. It is paying a poor compliment to Americans, to 

suppose them less enlightened than Englishmen :—to such | would say, 

‘‘ The long agony is past!’’ caution is now fear, and instead of being a 
virtue, is in truth a weakness. In the present enlightened age, not to 
defend Judaism, would be considered a tacit acknowledgment that it was 
indefensible, or at least that we thought so. Not to defend our character 
as a people, as Jews, by repelling detraction, would be a deriliction of 
duty, and might be considered as a proof, either that we had not a cha- 
racter worth defending, or that we despised the good opinion of our 
fellow citizens, and of the world; and itis a vain expectation to presume 
that a concession not demanded will be granted: long established habits 
of uttering a hard and opprobrious language, when speaking of Jews, is 
considered as a warrantee of its fitness. We have long borne the grief, 
and carried the sorrowful load, insomuch that now our opponents, instead 
of charging themselves with speaking oppression, think they are justified, 
and pronounce us stricken, smitten, and afflicted of God :—and this is not 
confined to any particular sect, but is the erroneous, prejudiced usage of 
all Gentiles. Trinitarians, Unitarians, Deists, and even Materialists.— 

It is unpleasant to rehearse the unwarrantable language used; and 
we consider it the only unpleasant duty we have to perform ; still calum- 
nies must be repelled. 

The American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, began 
its career under the name of the American Society for Evangelizing the 
Jews, and only changed the word evangelizing to meliorating, in order to 
obtain acharter. This purpose answered, it can only be considered as 
a society instituted to evangelize Jews, that is, to convert them to ...... ian- 
ity; for, as regards meliorating, nothing further can be done than to 
allow them equal rights when they become citizens, and which the law. 
provides for, and the constitution guarantees; and we will not begin 
with a supposition that the intention is to insult Jews, by intimating 
that their condition is so bad as to want atemporal melioration. * 
Now, supposing the object of converting Jews to ......ianity to 


_ ** Are gentlemen aware that in all parts of the world Jews provide for the relief of 
their own poor? that there are, in most cities, societies for that particular purpose ? 
and that such are in this city? Their poor are not indeed enriched, neither are they 
suffered to want. 











vill PREFACE. 


be legitimate—the only proper method must be to convince 
them of its truth; this done, they will be truly converted; and as 
it ig not very likely Jews can be convinced of the truth of ...... ianity till 
their objections against it are answered to their satisfaction, and since it 
is believed ...... ians, or rather the American Society, are not acquainted 
with their objections, it is the purpose of this work to state them :— 
Who knoweth but good may be derived to one or other of the parties, or 
to both. 

But hard, oppressive, and offensive language against Jews must be 
avoided, or rather entirely expunged, or the object is defeated. Neither 
persecution or detraction ever yet made a single convert. Men will not 
listen to arguments, when, with the same breath, they are charged with 
follies they despise, or with crimes they detest and abhor, as much at 
least as those who make the charges, and which they utterly deny : and 
so soon as it shall be ascertained that this object is not to be attained, we 
then shall know of a surety, that there is no longer any very great dan- 
ger of the society’s gaining many converts from among Jews. We shall 
then with pleasure leave that part of the field, and shall only, for the sake 
of our brethren and companions, continue the subject till it is exhausted. 

That we may, in God’s own way, be instrumental to bring many to 


righteousness, is the fervent prayer of 


THE EDITOR, 








